134        THE COXVE&SIOX OF THE BULGARIANS.

bishop was sent, and then Boris refused to receive
him.     Meanwhile  the   accession   of   the   Emperor
Basil L, who had been as a boy a Bulgarian prisoner,
led Boris to turn once more to Constantinople.    The
famous Council of 869 decided that Bulgaria belonged
to the Eastern and not to the Western Church, and
the decision has never been revoked.    The Roman
clergy left the country, which was now placed under
the spiritual care of the Archbishop Joseph and ten
bishops, sent from Constantinople.    Successive Popes
in vain  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  Bulgaria  to
return to the Western fold.    The Bulgarian Arch-
bishop was  awarded the next place to the Greek
Patriarch on great occasions at Constantinople; the
closest relations began between the Bulgarians and
the Greeks.    The oscillation of Boris between   the
Eastern and the Western Churches has in our own time
been exactly paralleled by one of his name.    This
very year another Boris of Bulgaria has been the
unconscious object of fierce competition between the
Greek Church and that of Rome.    Baby Boris, like
his ancestor, has been won over to the Greek ritual.

Boris, weary of the throne, retired in 888 to a
monastery, hoping to pass the rest of his days in
peace. But his eldest son Vladimir, who succeeded
him, was so rash a ruler that he emerged from his
cloister, and appointed his younger son Simeon to
rule in his stead. He then returned to his cell, and
died in 907. His name lives still in the memory of
the Bulgarian people, and he ranks as the first of
their national heroes.